2024
OPEN MEETINGS ACT

AND ETHICS ACT




WV Code §6-9A-2(7). The Open Meetings Act “Public Agency’” means any
administrative or legislative unit of state, county or municipal government

including any subunit (committee) authorized by law to exercise some portion
of executive or legislative power.




e Quorum/deciding or
discussing/official action.

e OMAO 2023-01

e OMAO 2005-12




e OMAO 2008-09

e OMAO 2008-09




= Not required.
= Public may.

= OMAO 2019-02

ot required.

Limited to
three minutes.

= OMAO 2001-30

= Must be on
Agenda,
typically prior
to meeting.

= OMAO 2007-12




= Available to = Agenda item.

the Public 24 = Motion In/out.
hours after the = No decision

following : .
meeting, OMAO 2022-01

= OMAO 2010-04




complaint was

It is a violation of the Act for a governing body to hold a private meeting with
the intention of transacting public business, preventing public scrutiny and
making decisions that eventually become official action items.




: éwronge p
that party in connection

litigating the issue.

Where the court, upon denying the relief sought by the complaining person in
the action, finds the action was frivolous or harassing the governing body or any
member thereof the complaining person may pay the governing body’s
necessary attorney fees and expenses.

Court may annul any vote taken in violation of the Act.







government, including all boards, commissions and

agencies.
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